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HEAVY LOSSES
BRITAIN VOTES WAR 
AS JAPAN ATTACKS 
ALONG WIDE FRONT

Tokyo Claims Smashing Naval and Air Vic­
tories Over U . S .;  Major Sea Clashes Are 
Believed Under W ay; Japs Into Thailand

(BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS)
Great Britain formally declared war against Japan today 

as imperial Tokyo headquarters claimed smashing naval and 
air victories over the United States and mighty forces of the 
U. S. fleet were reported combing the Pacific to seek battle 
with Japanese warships.

In London, the house of commons cheered tumultously as 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill, fulfilling his pledge of a 
month ago, invoked war against the Tokyo government, 
made allies of Thailand and Free China, and declared:

“ Every preparation in our power 
has. been made and we shall give 
a  good account of ourselves.

“ There is the closest accord 
w ith the powerful American naval 
and airforces and w ith the strong, 
efficient forces of the Netherlands 
East Indies.”

Some observers believed it was 
possible th a t American warships 
had already met Japanese naval 
forces in battle somewhere be­
tween Hawaii and the  Philippines.

Strong A ttacking Force?
One or more Japanese aircraft 

carriers, presumably escorted by 
strong naval formations, were re ­
ported to  have engaged in the 
opening attack  against Honolulu,  
and it seemed a fair conjecture 
that U. S. dreadnoughts were in 
hard pursuit or actual contact 
w ith the invaders.

While J a p a n e s e  parachute 
troops were reported landing in 
the Philippines, Tokyo headquar­
ters declared tha t two U. S. 
battleships had been sunk, four 
others damaged, two destroyers 
sunk and four heavy cruisers h it  
in the attack  on Pearl Harbor. 

Simultaneously, A ustralia de­
cided to declare w ar as Japanese 
forces attacked the tiny  British- 
m andated island of Nauru.

Ship Losses Claimed
An Italian  broadcast quoted 

Domei as listing the 33,100-ton 
U. S. S. Pennsylvania and the 
Oklahoma as the American battle­
ships sunk. Two United States 
destroyers and two oil tankers 
were also reported lost.

Japanese headquarters said a 
United States airc raft carrie r had 
been sunk by a subm arine off 
Honolulu and th a t many m erchant 
ships had been captured in the 
Pacific.

The Tokyo announcem ent as­
serted  th a t there were no Japanese 
losses in strik ing the heavy blows 
against the United States fleet at 
Honolulu.

The Japanese also announced an 
agreem ent between Japan and 
Thailand for transit of Japanese 
troops through Thailand— pre­
sumably for an attack  on British 
Malaya, site of B rita in’s great F ar 
East fortress of Singapore, or 
British Burma. Both adjoin Thai-

Land Near Malaya 
Japanese troops were reported 

to have landed at two points on

the  Gulf of Siam, far down the 
Thai coast n e a r  Malaya.

An official British announce­
ment a t Singapore said Japanese 
w arcraft w hich  landed troops a t 
two places in B ritish Malaya, near 
the Thailand frontier, had  been 
put to  flight.

Japanese forces still rem aining 
on the  beach were being heavily 
m achine-gunned, the B ritish said.

Domei, th e  Japanese news 
agency, was quoted as saying th a t 
Japanese and  British troops al­
ready were fighting  in Thailand. 

A R euters dispatch said it was 
announced officially in Bangkok, 
the Tai cap ita l, that little Thailand 
had ceased resisting  a Japanese 
invasion a rm y  tem porarily a n d  
th a t negotiations were under way.  

M arines Taken At Peiping 
In M anila, Admiral Thomas C. 

H art, com mander of the U. S.  
Asiatic fleet, announced th a t a  
sm all con tingent of American m a­
rines a t Peiping, China, had been 
forced to  surrender to overw helm - 
ing Japanese forces.

An NBC broadcast said the U. 
S. a irc ra ft carrier Langley was 
reported unofficially in M anila to 
have been dam aged in action with 
Japanese w arplanes.

A CBS broadcast reported a t 
least 290 casualties inflicted by 
high-flying Japanese planes in two 
attacks on th e  Philippines.

M anila i ts e lf  apparently had 
escaped a t ta c k  thus far.

A U. S. a rm y  bulletin said SO 
Japanese bombers attacked Davao 
on Mindanao island and bombed 
Baguio, the summer-time capital 
of the Philippines. One Japanese 
plane was reported  shot down in 
Davao bay.

S ituation ‘Well in Hand’
Francis B . Sayre, American 

high commissioner in the Philip­
pines, dec lared  tha t  the situation 
was “ well in hand.”

A W OR-Mutual broadcast from 
Manila, reporting  tha t Japanese 
parachute troops had landed on 
the islands, said native Japanese 
had seized control of some com­
m unities bu t th a t in other sections 
Filipino po lice were rounding up 
th e em pire’s nationals.


